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Abstract : Using an H-type divided cell, reductive coupling reaction of nitroarene toward azobenzenes in a mild
condition was successfully accomplished by the controlled potential cathodic electrolysis reaction. Optimum reaction
potential of each reaction was determined based -on cyclic voltammetric behavior in methanol solution at Pb or Pt
cathode, and Pt anode. In most cases, reductive coupling reactions were successful with excellent yields regardless
of the position and the character of the substituents.
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2.1. AloF W FXR

Azobenzene F=A Aol 247 WEE- 7]1HER] nitroben-
zene, 2-nitrotoluene, 3-nitrotoluene, 4-nitrotoluene, 1-chloro-
4-nitrobenzene, 4-nitrobenzonitrile, 2,2'-dinitrobiphenyl, 2-
nitrobiphenyl &% AldrichAtoll 4], 1-bromo-3-nitrobenzene =
FlukaAoll A F#g3te] AAAA glo] ARkt
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B2 AM-E CH;OH= 42 AAHS 99 calcium hydride
powderS AR&3td @ SR/ S9ITE. Thin-layer chromato-
graphy+= silica gel 60F,5,8 AMESIOH, &4 AZvlETY
I)H (flash chromatography)2 70~230 mesh silica gel2 AR
stR L, XA O 2= hexaned} ethyl acetate® calcium
hydride powder &t & S/ 3 F AN

AY FRAZE glass frit disk diaphragm© 2 2% H-FE)
9] fre] 8718 Agsted A2olr -2 Alon AdF Mgt
£ AoF7] A3l Electrosynthesis Co.8] 410, 420A, 640 =
d 55 AMEslt Multimeter= Lutron Co.2] DM-9080 &
A& ARSI Al EZE LiCI0499.99% <%, AldrichA}),
A A3 A Ao ZE Pr(foil, 0.05 mm F7, 99.99%
Tk, 25X25 mm, AldrichAh} Pb(foil, 1.0 mm 7,
99.9995% T, 25X25 mm, AldrichrhE AM-EIE, 71% A
& AgAgCIEG & GAl, KO265)% AM-ala) A8lg siich
Cyclic voltammetry spectrum-2 EG & GA}9] Potentiostat/
Galvanostat model 273A, NMR spectrum 'H NMR(Bruker
Co.) 300 MHz ¥ 500 MHz, C NMR(Bruker Co.) 125
MHze| 93 242, Infrared spectrume 205 FT-IR
(Nicolet Co.)E& AME-3te Lol t}. High-resolution mass
spectrum Jeol JMS-DX 303 mass spectrometercl] 28
olFon, 4B xo 8 AL 3 DB-1 capillary
column (0.25 mmX30 m) ¥ Hitachi D-2500 integrator7} %1
2% GC(DS6200, Donam System Co.)Z AMg3lgch st
=L Electrothermal A} A FL AMEsH] B4 glo] A

st

2.2. Azobenzene ITA| Bl4o| AHIEQI AlFuly

H-Bele] %2 Aol nitrobenzene 0.103 mL(l mmole,
cathode )& ¥ LiClO4«16 mmol)E 40 mL®] MeOH®
=% 404 MyS cathode®} anodeZell ZHzt 20 mL¥ Hoj
nitrogen gas stollA] A-2oA WU CathodeZ2E Pt
Pb HF& HABT anodeZE Pt AF, 7|5 AZFeZE Ag/
AgCl 438 AR 3 Cyclic voltammetry(CV)o|4] Holzl
ol E 712 9 Ade ZojFs wheAAtiute 24
2 TLC% coulometer® #<21). MeOHE evaporator® ZHHA|
Z ¥, 10% NaCl 30 mLe} CH,Cl(40 mLX 33|yl o] &
5, #7155 B8l 4 MgS0.5 o] FES AAS
= &ME ST A Aol EFEL &4 A=2nEDY
YO F azobenzened W23 Wiglow, gk A Y %
E4(toluene)S ©] 83 GC &< AUt
2.2.1. Azobenzene
T& 69%(Pb), 95%(Pt), mp 68~70°C. TLC(20% ethyl
acetate/hexane) Ry 0.5; 'H NMR(500 MHz, CDCl;) & 7.93-
7.91(m, 4H), 7.52-7.44(m, 6H); GC-MS m/z(rel. intensity)
182 (M*, 27).

2.2.2. 2,2'-Dimethylazobenzene

T& 35%(Pb), 48%(Pt), mp 53~55°C. TLC(20% ethyl
acetate/hexane) R 0.58; 'H NMR(300 MHz, CDCly) §7.62
-7.59(d, 2H, J=9Hz), 7.37-7.3(m, 4H), 7.27-7.17(m, 2H),
2.73(s, 6H); GC-MS m/z(rel. intensity) 210 (M*, 63).

2.2.3. 3,3'-Dimethylazobenzene .

& 69%(Pb), 87%(Pt), mp 52~54°C. TLC(20% ethyl
acetate/hexane) R¢ 0.55; 'H NMR(300 MHz, CDClLy) 67.73
-7.71(m, 4H), 7.43-7.37(m, 2H), 7.29-7.24(m, 2H), 2.45(s,
6H); GC-MS m/z(rel. intensity) 210(M*, 39).

2.2.4. 4,4'-Dimethylazobenzene

¢

o

o

HN KL

& 58%(Pb), 84%(Pt), mp 143~145°C. TLC(20% ethyl
acetate/hexane) Re 0.52; 'H NMR(300 MHz, CDCl) §7.80
(d, 4H, J=9 Hz), 7.29(d, 4H, J=9 Hz), 2.42(s, 6H);
GC-MS m/z (rel. intensity) 210(M*, 39).

2.2.5. 3,3'-Dibromoazobenzene

& 85%(Pb), 100%(Pt), mp 127-130°C. TLC(20% ethyl
acetate/hexane) Ry 0.49; 'H NMR(300 MHz, CDCly) 68.04
-8.02(m, 2H), 7.88-7.85(m, 2H), 7.62-7.61(m, 2H), 7.42-
7.37(m, 2H); GC-MS m/z(rel. intensity) 340(M*, 51).

2.2,6. 4,4'-Dichloroazobenzene

T& 95%(Pb), 96%(Pt), mp 187-189°C. TLC(20% ethyl
acetate/hexane) R; 0.61; 'H NMR(300 MHz, CDCly) 67.87
-7.82(m, 4H), 7.49-7.45(m, 4H); GC-MS m/z(rel. intensity)
250(M*, 33).

2.2.7. 4,4'-Dicyanoazobenzene

T& 81%(Pb), 15%(Pt), mp 265~268°C. TLC(30% ethyl
acetate/hexane) R; 0.47; 'H NMR(300 MHz, CDCl;) 68.03
-8.00(m, 4H), 7.85-7.82(m, 4H); GC-MS m/z(rel. intensity)
232 (M*, 29).

2.2.8. Benzojc]cinnoline

T& 76%(Pb), 93%(Pt), 156-159°C. TLC(30% ethyl
acetate/hexane) R; 0.42; mp GC-MS m/z(rel. intensity)
180(M*, 83).

3. #zt | nF

3.1. Azobenzene £M2o| Z|% 3}

Azobenzenzene F-=XES 278183 W] o&) sl
7] 917 FH20E 27] 913 nitrobenzene2 HM7|AE 3}
o LiClIOsS F=o 7S vre] 7haA thokst d8e
Al=3kith 0.1 M LiClIO,E Ha|Zd= 3 gke fufo)x(Pb
cathode/Pt anode, H-8 ) CV &A¢] <& aag Az}
[Nitrobenzene; Pt anode/Pt cathode, 0.2 M LiClO4/MeOH,
-0.9 V vs. Ag/AgCl, 20 mV/s]E 3Z3FA nitrobenzene?] 3+
AAS SANA e vke-g AlEske] Ao whexs o
oA} st 94 Fukge) 54 wiAs] s Cvol
A BEE FAHYRG 2 065 V Aol 1.1 Faraday/
M7ER] k-2 HEAIZ) A3}, azobenzenel A3 AR oF
X3L azoxybenzeneRto] 42%2] &2 BolHTH(Table 1, entry

Table 1. Optimization experiments of the electrolysis of nitroben-
zene toward azobenzene

0
Pb cathode vs Ag/AgCl +
Ph- > Ph-N=N-Ph ~N=N-
h-NO, MCOR/LICIO; h-N=N-Ph + Ph-N=N-Ph
1 2
ent LiClO, Faraday controlled yield (%)*
i ™) /M potential (V) 1 P
1 0.1 1.1 -0.65 42 0
2 0.1 1.9 -0.65 71 8
3 0.1 35 -0.65 54 19
4 0.1 4.0 -0.7 28 43
5 0.1 6.3 -1.0 1 63
6 02 713 -0.7 48 28
7 04 6.5 -0.85 2 69
8 04 6.5 -1.0 2 48

*GC yield with an internal standard.
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1). Azoxybenzene nitrobenzene®| azobenzene®. Z T )
o 27HAZA, B koM Axle] HE0 2 13l azoxyben-
zene TZHAAINE ghgo] REE Zog2 ks MR F
& 59 43, HFAZE azobenzene®| Fol TGl #F
thH(Table 1, entries 1-4). FLAYRT} e 0.65 Ve 19
M AR TEE F7MIAE azoxybenzeneo] THEF Hol
el -1.0 Vel & 1 & AYE FEAA B F3} azoben-
zene2 2o E#HQ) WS o|Fo] H F UUTH(Table I,
entry 5). HaAA LiClO,2 42 04 MZEA S7W A A=
o)|%L golalA FozH, -0.85 Ve HYllA F 6ee] M=}
7} ARHAS W 69%] azobenzene2 Hol ¥ = ATH
(Table 1, entry 7). AYE -1.0 V7R F7} AIZ] A9olle
3y BEAAE Z71E 9§ azobenzened] T&2 ATl
Z3 =HUKTable 1, entry 8). ©19 e AR HH
cathode= Pb, anodeZ Pt, ¥F HF& Ag/AgCIZ A& 7
% MeOH £r3lol -0.85 Vo] A9zt 04 M9 LiClo, &
AL Abgate] of 69 AR ARHE ¥ R0
nitrobenzene®] azobenzenel Z9] WEA] 7PY HAslE v

[e]
29E & F Uy

3.2. Cathode2 Pb M2 ALSS8 ol /84 =A}

A7) 3laka 3ol st 2730] YubEQl azobenzene =
Ae] gHdoll o8 71ed AE ERE] sk 3.1.9] ¥
A dojA FHAE 2AE ol&sle o XEE 7H nitro-
benzene?] 3 &g uke-2 A& THTable 2). Nitroben-
zene A9 7ro] CcV Aol 23 Lozl FAALNE 7]
22 st zb vker]|Ael gdAg] A 2EHAYE AL
3l SAZ W AP} R A X&rie] A
A Yo Aglo] ARS WS v 22 FEE AT
Q) AdE Aok

319 A Az} rRyRE RE G240 thalA HshE
¢l LiCIOZ 0.1 M AME3F AHTE 04 M AMESE o] a3
Al A} olEL 715d sld duiFoz e HhEA7H

Table 2. Electrochemical synthesis of azobenzenes using Pb cathode
N0 Pb cathode vs Ag/AgCl

‘ > b ) 2

& MeOH/LiCIO, (0.4 M) U
Faraday controlled . a

entry substrate M potential (V) yield (%)

1 @( e 6.5 0.85 69

7.0 -0.86 35

NO,
3 Q 7.1 1.0 69

N,
s T ) 6.7 -0.95 58
5 @’ 2 6.3 -0.95 85

6.3 -0.95 95

57 -0.9 81

8 105 -1.0 76"
9 6.1 -1.0 25¢

3GC yield with an internal standard, YBenzo[c]cinnoline, €2-Amino-
biphenyl.

(o3

o} 6eo] FAAE AWF F REE
Methyl 717} m-, p- $1x1o] =38
zeneo] FHE WA, 0-%Xo] methyl”]7} A A4+ &
2 A AR 8l FA S vEgo] ol HlaLd W
&S HTHTable 2, entry 2). A ExislolMe] A7] 47 ut
Lol "k X3kd Brolu Cl 71e Bdukse o3 og
HE Fukgo] dubFop, B vke- 7oA 1-bromo-3-ni-
trobenzene@ 1-chloro-4-nitrobenzene®t 722 7%= Broly} Cl
717} olgd 3§Ee A glo] =2 &2 Yshs azoben-
zene S=AE0] &4 HCB(Table 2, entries 5, 6), °1&
71&20] whia vwd o BEY wg Aoty CN 717} A
3% A3 94 CN 719 39 glo] £ &= sk 3ljt
Eo] dojgh om(Table 2, entry 7), Tyt FU3 273 &
A2 ¢ &8 FUL 9 $&o] Tade AL 2 UTh
Az w2 AL 4 UE nmwo FHEIE T 7R 2,2-
dinitrobiphenyl& ¥F-AIZ! Z9-olls Bxhl AR wkgol ¢
#l benzo[clcinnoline®] H& &2 HojFHTtKTable 2, entry
8). T Fukgo) 2)8 diamined AY/dSEA 3L benzolc]
cinnoline®] TAEL nitro 717} FA=HEA Bl FA§ mb
$S aRHog dojgs HAFe HAAE FEY usith
Phenyl”]7} X188 2-nitrobiphenyl2] 73-$-& 2-$1%]¢] methyl’]
7 XgE ASEg vS GA FolE i) wjEe] AR5 W
207 93l azo FFES WAA Eolar ©A] @ F&0
amine® 2 FAE AGETE A& & UK Table 2, entry
9).

B drgxdMe A7) shety ol o3 ARG whe-2
Hog Y=ot vhg- AANAM cathode2 AHEFH P
& ukgo] g wpegt o] Mgk} vhg T A
ol Ad A Holx e wo| aryd w2t A=
Aggo] g BAHS ik AT v Po AFE
A A=) e wet pr HFE AR Aol HY
Ak,

W okl
= 3

1o 1p 2 ox
24
o

3.3. CathodeZM4 Pt M3E AMESE &4 R8Y =A

322 A5 FAME 21ENA cathodeS Pb AFolA
Pt =98 v Pt cathode A=l Z3et FUANE A
3l7] 98} CVE FLANE SAHT F, dojxl YA B
ZAdAM el HARxAL Azl goket Ay 2AES H
2E3IT}

329 A% AzoM LiClogst 04 MR A7t BE HES
AFNA HAe $42 BEonz B AYME LiCl02
EEE 04 ME TR Aeelr 2k 2] g Al 2
Z=o] Whe-g 2y A|ZATh W3 ZAFH= Table 390 A8
RE AL Pb AFY AFEET pe AT Byt FEE
Egton whg 2 AA AT WAHR gl @R, 491K
o] CN 717} X388 A-dnr A48 Z712 s Pb A
TolM Hoh AG 78 242 Bt 28y, dAldes B
o] Table 39 ZAFoA] BEo] azobenzene FEHE2] Al
9JolA] cathode®M Pb AFo] H) Pt AFo] F-&-3lth= Al
A4E 4 & ATk

=X
S
s 2
bl

3.4, Azobenzene £Hd2| 7158t OIFH|E

A" 310042 Ay A B F %], AR FF
o] B&35) 73$- nitrobenzeneolA] azoxybenzene® 22| AJAJTH
o} oL} (Table 1, entry 1), AxF] FFE F7F AlF1H Al
A2 A azobenzene®] Fo| F7tste] oF 6ee] AT 7t
)XW T 2] azoxybenzeneTt Wil azobenzene®] FAAME
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Table 3. Electrochemical synthesis of azobenzenes using Pt cathode

N0 Pt cathode vs Ag/AgCl Vm I

h MeOH/LICIO; (04 M)~ *~7 a
Faraday controlled . 2
entry substeate ™M potential (V) yield (%)
1 C(”"’ 72 -0.75 95
NO,
2 6.5 -0.85 48
. li:[cn,
NO;
3 Q 6.2 -0.76 87
CHy
NO,
4 10.1 -0.90 84
H,C’©/ Yo, T .
5 Q’ 11.0 -0.90 99

Br .
NO,
6 AT 8.2 -0.95 9
NO,
7 AT 5.5 -0.85 15

8 122 -1.0 93°

55 -1.0 13¢

*GC yield with an internal standard, *Benzo[c]cinnoline, *2-Amino-
biphenyl.

2 dojze B 4 Atk AstFe Zild) e o)y
nitrobenzene®] ¢ WhEo 93 azobenzeneQ E 9| W
azoxybenzene FTAE AXte AMS s &0 o)

F o &A3)el] 98] Eel¥ azoxybenzened Z7|ER
o] .09 VoA Hk8-S AJAE Azl 55%2] azobenzened}
Z9] aminobenzene®] LAFKLIA 1). 7|EY FF09 B

JIJ Hu
(8 b o gy ro (ot

TollA FPE HES FAR 7FeE WSS Fig. 19 4
=
O
? Pb cathode
Ph—N=N—Ph — —— —p Ph—N=N—Ph (1)
09V
MeOH/LiClO,

A Fig. 19] oAl BAZ
A #= e whgol sla)

Benzo[c]cinnoline 3¢ 7
HA S 9 7SR A
$o] APl Aoz BT Yu}.

-

. OH OH
¢ - MeOH v €
Ph—NO, == Ph—NO,!*® —— Ph—?\l\ — ph—'rfl:
OH OH
e
H,0 1) MeOH S :
Ph—N=N-Ph <20 pnp—on MM, Ph—NO 1° == Ph—N=0
2)e
2¢/2MeOH 3) MeOH
H,0
Ph—N=N—Ph

Fig. 1. Plausible mechanism of azobenzene formation in cathodic
electrolysis.

.4 B

(==

E AfoM = nito 718 7= W RIEES] A7) 3
2 Zedol| of3t AL E 23 whgo] el AFEIA
At 38} wh-gof ‘ﬂEH HhE- wiFhEe] a3 it oly

o},
g, 4% 239 SoliF 2L Sgel Rk Ade A¥Ho
=

&}
oF

%%6}%@ T T FAAE AEERA G A9 o

22 splN F49 2318 S5 Rkl o8 A8 3
TEE B A7NE olgsl dgoz I/ 4 Urke Mol
A A71H7] st whgel f84S AlAEAT 53,549 &
sk 27 AstEe) Mo A% Al Aulkg FhA)
Hog skl WIS Aol He 5 Yoke He IF
e Taltt AF Adola AwE ulel o] azobenzene X3
Ao g Aélz%o]giou:] E3] Ao} 4719 nzisl 7)1
9] 3] ukg-2 T AL AEE] 9203 wie) g Zolt}

ZAtel 2

2 dte 3825 A d(Non-directed Research Fund,
1996)2] 78] A Y3} Fehstn 19998 % o) 2
3 Ay, ol AL =@

¥
rot

nk!

1. K. Tabei and M. Yamaguchi, Bull. Chem. Soc. Jpn., 40, 1538
(1967).
2. E. Bigelow and D. B. Robinson, “Organic Syntheses”, Wiley, New
York, Collect Vol. 3, p. 103 (1955).
. R.F. Nystron and W. J. Brown, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 70, 3738 (1948).
. M. J. S. Dewar and R. S. Goldberg, Tetrahedron Lett., 2717 (1966).
5. A E. Finholt, E. C. Jacobson, A. E. Ogard and P. Thompson, J. Am.
Chem. Soc., 59, 2660 (1937).
6. J. F. Corbett, Chem. Commun., 1257 (1968).
7. M. Meltsner, L. Greenstein, G. Gross and M. Cohen, J. Am. Chem.
Soc., 59, 2660 (1937).
8. D. Goerrig, Neth. Appl., 6, 409,225.
9. H. Alper, and H.-N. Paik, J. Organomet. Chem., 144, C18 (1978).
10. A. C. Knipe, J. McGuinness and W. E. Watts, J. Organomet. Chem.,
172, 463 (1979).
11. J. M. Landesberg, L. Katz and C. Olsen, J. Org. Chem., 37, 930
(1970).
12. J. E. Knifton, J. Org. Chem., 38, 3296 (1973).
13. Y. Watanabe, T. Mitsudo, M. Yamashita and Y, Takegami, Bull
Chem. Soc. Jpn., 48, 1478 (1975).
14. H. Alper and K. E. Hanshem, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 103, 6514 and
references cited therein (1981).
15. H. E. Bigelow and A. Palmer, “Organic Syntheses”, Wiley, New
York, Collect Vol. 2, p. 57 and references therein (1943).
16. B. A. Fox and T. L. Threlfall, “Organic Syntheses”, Wiley, New
York , Collect Vol. S, p. 346 (1973).
17. R. J. Lindsay, “Comprehensive Organic Chermstry” Pergamon
Press, Oxford, Vol. 2 (1979).
18. T. F. Chung, Y. M. Wu and C. H. Cheng, J. Org. Chem., 49, 1215
(1984).
19. H. Tanaka, Y. Murakami and S. Torii, Chem. Express, 4, 531 (1989).
20. B. H. Kim, Y. M. Jun, Y. R. Choi, D. B. Lee and W. Baik,
Heterocycles, 48, 749 (1998).

B W



